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Accounts of the Revival of Religion in Boon, 
continued. 

UT after all our Endeavours, both our Security arid 

Degeneracy feem’d in general to grow, "till the 

Night after the Lord’s-Day Offob. 29. 1727 ; 

when the glorious Gop arofe and fearfully thook 

the Earth through all thefe Countries. By terrible Things 

in Righteoufnefs he began to anfwer us, as the Gon of our 
Salvation. 

On the next Morning avery full Affembly met at the North 
Church for the proper Exercifes on fo extraordinary an Occa- 
fion. At Five in the Evening a crowded Concourfe aflem- 
bled at the Old Church : And Multitudes unable to get in, 
immediately flow’d to the South, and ina few Minutes fil’d 
thatalfo. At Lieutenant-Governor Dummer’s Motion,who 
was then our Commander in Chief, the Thur /day of the fame 
Week was kept as a Day of extraordinary Fajling and Prayer 
m all the Churches in Boffon ; not mecrly to intreat for fpa- 
ring Mercy, but alfo to implore the Grace and Spirit of Gop 
to come down and help us to a fincere Repentance and re- 
turning tohim. And as the Houfes of public Worfhip were 
greatly crowded, the People were very attentive. 

The A/int/fers endeavoured to fet in with this extraordinary 
and awakening Werk of Gop in Nature, and to preach his 
Werd in the moft awakening Manner ; to fhow the People 
the vaft Difference between Conviétion and Converfion, be- 
tween a forced Reformation either in Adts of Piety, Juftice, 
Charity, or Sobriety, by the meer Power of Fear, aad 2 ge- 
nuine Change of the very Frame and Relifh of the Heart by 
the fupernatural Efficacy of the Hoty SPIRIT ; to Jead 
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them on to true Converfion and unfeined Faith in Curisr, 
and to guard them again{t deceiving themfelves. 

In all our Congregations, many feem'd to be awakened 
and reformed: And profeffing Repentance of their Sins and 
Faith in Chrift,enter’d into folemn Covenant with God, :nJ 
came into full Communion with our feveral Churches. [, 
ours, within eight Months after, were about Eighty added 
to our Communicants. But then comparatively few of thel 
applied to me to difcourfe about their Souls ’till they came 
to offer themfelves to the Communion, or afterwards: The 
moft of thofe who came to me feem’d to have pafled through 
their Convictions before their coming to converfe with me 
about approaching tothe Lord’s Table: tho’ I doubt not but 
confiderableNumbers were at that Time favingly converted, 

However the Goodnefs of many feem’d as the Morr- 
ing Cloud and early Dew which quickly pafles away. 
A fpiritualSlumber feem'd foon to feize theGenerality ; even 
the wife as well as foolifh Virgins. And tho’ in 1729, ths 
SmallPox came intoTown and prevail’d again ; yet ina few 
Months left us, both unawakened, ungratetul, unreformed. 
The Hoty SPIRIT awfully withheld his Influerce in con. 
vincing and converting Sinners, and enlivening others. Jn 
three or four Years we rather grew to a greater Declenfion 
than ever: And fo alarm’d were the Paffors of the Tow 
with the difmal View, that in the Summer of 17 34, they 
agreed to propofe another Cour/eof Days of Prayer & Fajtin: 
among our feveral Congregations ; To humble our /elves bef: 
Gop for our Unfruitfuine/s under the Means of Grace, and: 
afk the E ffufien of bis Spirit to revive the Pewer of Goaline 
among us: which our People readily complied with and « 

ferved. 

And tho’ the fovereign Gop was pleafed to give us now 
and then a Sprinkling, for which his Name be praifed; y« 
the parching Drought continued, and he made us wait for: 
Jarger Effution. 

In this Year the terrible Throat-Difemper broke out an 
{pread among the Youth in the ea/ferly Parts of this Countr, 


and deftroyed Multitudes. In fome Towns it cut off aime 


all the Children. The next ) ar came into Bofon, and beew 
to deftroy & ftrike us with a general Awe : but gently trea 
ed us, and the next Year left us ; to melt our Hearts into: 
grates 
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grateful Repentance. And yet we generally ieem'd to grow 
more ftupid and hard than ever. 

About this Time indeed, viz. 1725, there was a moft re- 
markable Revivas of Religion in the welerty Parts of the 
Country: Not only at Northampton, dut alto in about 
twelve other Congregations in the County ot Hampjhire, and 
ia about fourteen others in the neighbouring Co/eny of Cen- 
wficut. And the folemn Rumour of that furprizing Work 
of Gop refounding through the Country, was a tpecial Means 
of exciting great Thoughtiulnefs of Heart in many religious 
People ; and great Joy in others, both in the View of whar 
the mighty Power and Grace of Gop had wrought, and in 
the hopeful Profpect that this blefled Work begun would go 
on and {pread throughout the Land. Aud as this excited the 
extraordinary Prayers of many ; lo it feem'd to prepare the 
Way in divers Places for that more extenfrve Reoival of Reli- 
gion which in five Years after followed. Butin the mean 
while the general Decay of Piety feem'd to inereafe among us 
in Bolen. And for the Congregation | preach to , tho’ for 
eeral Years fome few ofter’d themielves to our Communi- 
on, yet but few came to mein Concern about their Souls be- 
fore. And fol perceive it was in oth And 4 remember 
fome of the Minifters were wont to exprety themlelves as 
greatly difcouraged with the growine Dieciention both ia 
Principle and Practice ,efpecially among the rifimy Generation, 
“From the Year 1738, we had recew'd Accounts of the 
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Lorch of Englands iting up in theopirn of the Acformer: and 


r = 
preaching ther Ded?rines hirtt inEneland and then in America, 
with furpriz ng Power and Succe! which ais Deues 
in great Numbers among us to fee and hear him. And 
having receiv’dInvitations to come hither ; he tromGerrera 


and South-Carolina arrived at Rhode-J/land on Loid's Day, 
Seft.14.1740,and the Thurfuay Evening after came to Ho/fon. 
Next Day in theAfternoonDr. Seal! & | made him a\ 
found feveral Minifters and other Gentlemen of the Town 
ith him, and that Dr. Colman and Mr. Cooper had en- 


gag’d him to preach this Afternoon in their Houle of y 
Worfhip : and in about an Hour we went to thePlace wh 
quickly crowded with two or three Thoufand People. He 


t 


degan with a fhort and fervent rave: 


Wok his Text from Joba xvu. 2. Gave us a plainyweighry 
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regular Difcourfe : reprefenting that all our Learning and 
Morality will never fave us ; and without an experimental 
Knowledge of Gop in Curist we muft perifh in Hell 
for ever.--- He fpake as became the Oracles of Gon in De- 
monftration of the Spirit and of Power. And efpecially 
when he came to his Application,he addrefs’d himfelf to the 
Audience in fuch a tender, earneft and moving Manner, 
exciting us to come and be acquainted with the dear Re- 
DEEMER, as melted theAflembly into Tears. 

NextMorning,at Dr.Sewall’s & my Defire, he preach’d at 
the South Church, to further Acceptance. 

He fpake with a mighty Senfe of Gop, Eternity, the Im- 
mortality and Precioufnefs of the Souls of his Hearers, of 
their originial Corruption, and of the extream Danger the 
unregenerate are in ; with theNature and abfoluteNeceflity 
of Regeneration by the Hoty Guosr ; and of believing 
in CHrisT,in order to our Pardon, Juftification, yeilding an 
acceptableObedience and obtaining Sa'vation from Hell and 
an Entrance intoHeaven. His Doétrine! was plainly that of 
the Reformers : Declaring againft putting our good Works 
or Morality in the Room ot Chrift’s Righteou/ne/s, or their 
having any Hand in cur Juftification, or being indeed plea- 
fing to Gop while we are totally unfandtified, acting trom 
corrupt Principles, and unreconciled Enemies to him : 
Which occafion’d fome to Miftake him as ii he oppos’d 
Morality. But he infifted on it, that the Tree of the 
ffeart is by original Sin exceedingly corrupted, and mutt be 
made good by Regeneration, that fo the Frurts proceeding 
from it may be good likewife: that where the Fiear? 1s ‘c- 
newed, it ought and will be careful to maintain goo? Works ; 
that if any be not habitually fo careful, who chink then 
felves rencwed, they deceive their own Souls : and even the 
moft improv‘d in Holinefs,as well as others. muft intirely de- 
pend on the Richteou/ne/s ot Chri/t for the Acceptance of 
their Perfons ‘and Services. And tho’ now and then he 
dropped fome Expreffions that were not fo accurate and 
guarded as we fhou’d expeét from aged and long ftudied Mi- 
ifters ; yet I had the Satisfaction to obferve his Readinels 
with ercat Modefty and Thankiulnefs to receive Correction 
as foon as offered. 

In fhort, he was a moft importunate Wooer of Souls ta 
come tu Cukist for the Enjoyment of bun, and all ba 
Beneht:. 
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Benefits. He diftinétly applied hisExhortations to the e/derly 
People, the Middle-aged, the Young, the Indians and Negroes 5 
and had a moft winning Way of addreffing them. He af- 
fectionately pray’d for our Magiftrates, Minifters, Colleges 
Candidates for the Miniftry, and Churches as well People in 
general : and before he left us he in a public & movingMan- 
ner obferv’d to the People, how forry he was to hear that 
the religious Aflemblies, efpecially on Leé?ures, had been fo 
thin, exhorted them earneftly to amore general Attendance 
on our publick Miniftrations for the Time to come, & told 
them how glad he fhould be to hear of the fame. 

Multitudes were greatly affected and many awakened with 
his lively Miniftry. Tho’ he preached every Day the Houfes 
were exceedingly crowded : but when he preached in the 
Common, a vafter Number attended :~ And almoft every 
Evening the Houfe where he lodg’d was thronged, to hear 
his Prayers and Counfels. 

Upon Invitation he alfo preached in feveral neighbouring 
Towns ; travelled and preached as far as York, above /eventy 
Miles northeaft of Beffon; returned hither; gave us his 
farewel affe€tionate Sermon Lord’s-Day Evening Ofob. 12. 
Next Morniug left us; travelled Weftward to Northampton ; 
thence thro” Conneé?icut, New-York and NeuAFerfey to Phi- 
ladelphia, and thence failed to South-Carelina. And as far as 
I could then fee or learn, he parted in the general Efteem and 
Love both of Miniftersand People : And this feem’d to con- 
tinue ‘till the ‘Zournal of his Travels in New-England came 
abroad, wherein fome Paflages offended many, & occafioned 
their Reflections on him. 

But upon Mr. Whitefteld’s leaving us, great Numbers in 
this Town were fo happily concerned about their Souls, as 
we had never feen any Thing like it before, except at the 
Time of the general Earthquake: * And their Defires ex- 





* Tho’ People were then generally frizhted and many awa- 
kened to fuch a Senfe of their Duty as to offer themfelves 
to our Communion; yet very few came to me then undei 
deep Convictions of their uaconverted and /off Condition, 
in Comparifon of what came now. Nor did thofe who 
came to me then, come fo much with the Enquiry, What 
foall we do to be faved, as to fignify they had fuch a Senfe 
of their Duty to come to the Lerd’s Table that they dare 
not {tay away any longer, cited 
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cited to hear their Minifters more than ever: So that our 
Affemblies both on Ledtures and Sabbaths were furprizingly 
increafed, and now the People wanted to hear us oftener, 
In Confideration of whicha public Lefture was propofed to be 
fet up at Dr. Colman’s Church, near the midft of the Town, 
on every Tuefday Evening. 

Lord’s-Day Afternoon Oé. 19, public Notice was there 

given of the propofed Leéfure to be on the Tue/day- Evening 
following: which the religious People in general receiv’d 
with fo much Joy, that when the Evening came, the Houfe 
feem’d to be crowded as much as if Mr. Whitefield was there, 
It was the firft ftated Evening Leéture in thefe Parts of the 
World : And the venerable Dr. Ca/man began it with a moft 
fuitable and moving Sermon ; forthwith printed. The Title 
whereof is this: 
* Souls fying to Jesus CurisrT pleafant and admirable 
to behold: A Sermon preach’d at the opening an Evening 
Leéture in Brattle-Street Bofton, Tuefday O€tober 21.1740: 
By Dr. Colman: To a very crowded Audience: And 
printed at the Defire of many.’ 

And thus the Dr. began the Sermon --- 

Ifai. LX. 8. Who are thefe that fly as a Cloud, and as the 

Doves to their Windows ? 
© It is a pleafant and wondrous Thing, to fee Souls flying 
to Jesus CuristT, to the Means of Grace and Salvation 
which he has ordained and fanétitied, and into hisChurch. 
If this were not the proper and natural Senfe of the Pro- 
phet’s Words, I would not have chofe them for the Open- 
ing the prefent Leéfure. 

* Our dear People, Your Minifters have with Pleafure 
feen you in the Weeks paft, Old and Young, Parents and 
Children, Mafters and Servants, High and Low, Rich and 
Poor together, gathering and paffing as Clouds in our 
Streets, and as Doves on the Wing in Flocks flying to the 
Doors and Windows of our Places of Worfhip ; and ho- 
vering about the fame, thofe that could not get in. 
* The Fame of a fingular fervent and holy Youth, and ex- 
traordinary Servant and Minifter of Jesus Curisr, 
(who makes his Angels Spirit, and his Mdinifters a Flame of 
Fire) had prepar’d you for his Vifit ; and with raifed Ex, 
pectations we receiv’d him, even as an Angel of 4 for 
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Jesus fake ; as the Apoftle St. Paul was received by the 
Churches in Galatia. 

* God gave him a wendeifil Manner of Entrance among 
us, juft as in other Places before us, among the Brethren 
of our Denomination ; and we were fometimes melted to- 
gether in Tears, Minifters and People, Parents and Chil- 
dren, under the commanding Addreffes of Love to his 
Saviour and our Souls. We led you with a vifiblePleafure 
in ourFaces to the folemn and great A/femblies,and look’d 
on You there with great Satisfa€tion, in your uncommon 
Regards to the beloved Servant of CuristT, for the 
Truth’s fake that dwelleth in him, and the Love of the Spirit 
filing him, and reigning in his Minittrations to us. 

* And now our beloved Brethren and Sifters, You and 
your Children,we are going to preve,confirm and increafe, 
by the Will of Gon, the feeming goodDifpofitions begua 
or revived in You, toward Curist and his Word, in a 
juft and reafonable pious Care and Solicitude for your 
Salvation. 

« Mr. Whitefield once and again in his Admonitions to 
You, and alfo in his fervent, righteous and effeStual Pray- 
ers for you (by the Will of Gop) led you «to this Trial 
and Proof of your felves ;--- ‘«* Whether when he was 
gone from us, you wou’d better attend on the Minittry of 
your own Pa/flors, both on Sabbaths and Leétures ? For 
he had eard (and it was but too true) that there had been 
a very great Defeé? in this Point among you before he 
came.--Some of your Mini/lers therefore now make a new 
Tender of themfelves to you, in theFear and Love of Gon, 
in this mew Lefure, tor the Service of your Souls, if you 
will encourage them by fomething of a lhe 2ttendance 
on it,as we have lately feen you give to the Word preach’d. 
---We preach the fame Curis, the fame Doé?rincs of 
Grace, and according to Godline/s, with the fame Gofpel 
Motives and Arguments, Applications to Con{cience, and 
Supplications to Gon for You.---We would lock on the 
Fields, and behold them white for the d/arvs?, and defire 
to enter into it ; if by thedeip of Gop we may chert/) the 


Impreffions made on any of your Souls, and carry them 
on, Clinching the Naris driven by the A2a/7er of A Tomb lies 
thac has been fent among us.---For to oh we are Elder 
Miniflers, and have been many Years before him in the 
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Service of Souls, and He like David going againft Goliah, 
in the Sight of the Armies of 1/rael, has been feen to be but 
a Youth & Stripling ; yet are we not unwilling or afamed 
to come and ferve after Him, in the Battles of our Lorn, 
and in the Viéfories of his Grace.--+ You have feen, as it 
were, a young Elias, or the Bapti/? rifen again, a burning 
and a fhining Light, and you were willing for the Seafon to 
rejoyce in his Light and Heat : May we now preach and you 
hear for the future with more Life & Spirit, Diligence and 
Conftancy ; and by the Will of Gop with new Swcce/i.--- 
But we mean not, Brethren, at this Lefture only, but on 
every Sabbath and every Lecture in the Town; and more 
! particularly on the public Tiur/day Lecture ; which has 
ry been fhamefully neglected by the Tozwz. 

r} © To come then to my Text, which I acknowledge the 
late Concourfe to the Word among us, has led me to chufe. 
é4 I wou’d now look round on the prefent Affembly, and look 
% * back on our paf Affiemblies, and fay to You,---- 

7 ‘© Who are thefe that fy as a Cloud, and as ihe Doves to 
; h ** their Windows ? 
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! . The Tuefday Evening after.theRev.Dr.Sewall preach’d the 
j LeGture in the famePlace ; and theHcule was then alfo greatly 
crowded with attentive Hearers: and fo it continued to be 

fs on thefe Le€tures for many Months after. 
Upon the Rev. Mr. GilbertTennent’s coming and preach- 
ing here, the People appear’d to be yet much more awaken’d 
about theirSouls than before. He came, I think,onSaturday 


( Dec. 12, this Year: Preach’d at the New- North on both the 
t Parts of the following Day ; as alfo on Monday in the After- 
é noon,when I firft heard him, and there was a great Aflembly. 


He did not indced at firt come up to my Expeétation ; 
but afterwards exceeded it. In private Converfe with him, 
I found him to be a Man of confiderableParts and Learning ; 
free, gentle, condefcending : and from his own variousExpe- 
rience, reading the moft noted Writers on experimental 
Divinity,as wel il as theScriptures, and converfing with many 
who had been awakened by his Miniftry in New-Fer/iy, 
where he then lived ; He feem’d to have as deep anAcquain- 
tance with the experimental Part of Religion as any I have 
convers’d with ; And his Preaching was “as fearching ast 
rouzing as ever L beard. — 

(Fo de continued. } 
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